DIARY OF ST. FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

The Feast of The Divine Mercy. It ranks highest among all the elements, of The
Divine Mercy devotion revealed to [St.] Faustina. Its institution was requested
by the Lord Jesus for the first time in Plock, in 1931, while He was communi-
cating His will regarding the painting of the Image: “I desire that there be a
Feast of Mercy. | want this image, which you will paint with a brush, to be sol-
emnly blessed on the first Sunday after Easter; that Sunday is to be the Feast of
Mercy” (Diary, 49) The choice of the first Sunday after Easter for the Feast of
Mercy has a very deep theological significance, which points to the close rela-
tionship between the Paschal Mystery of the redemption and the mystery of
The Divine Mercy. The integral relationship is further emphasized by the Nove-
na of Chaplets to The Divine Mercy which begins on Good Friday as a prepara-
tion for the Feast. This feast is not only a day for worshipping God in His mys-
tery of mercy, but also a time of grace for all people. The Lord Jesus said: “I de-
sire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially
for poor sinners” (Diary, 699). “Souls perish despite My bitter Passion. | am giv-
ing them the last hope of salvation, that is, recourse to My Mercy. If they do not
adore My mercy, they will perish for all eternity” (Diary, 965, 998). The great-
ness of this feast is measured by the measure of extraordinary promises that
the Lord attached to this feast: Jesus said Whoever approached the Fount of
Life on this day will be granted complete remission of sins and punish-
ment” {Diary, 300), and “On this day the very depths of My tender mercy are
open. | pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the
fount of My Mercy. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be
as scarlet”. {Diary, 699). To profit from those great gifts we must fulfill the con-
ditions of the Divine. Mercy devotion (trust in God’s goodness and active love
toward neighbour), be in the state of sanctifying grace - having gone to Holy
Confession, and worthily receive Holy Communion. Jesus explained: “No soul
will be justified until it turns with confidence to My mercy; and this is why the
first Sunday after Easter is to be the Feast of Mercy, and on that day, priests are

to tell everyone about My great and unfathomable mercy” {Diary, 570).
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Announcements:

From May 1st, weekday evening Holy Mass will be at 6:00 pm.

1. The Divine Mercy Shrine is open for private prayer from 8:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m.

2. We would like to kindly remind you that in our Shrine, during public
prayer, we recite the Chaplet of Divine Mercy only as its text has been
approved by the Church.

3. Please note that Mass intentions left in the offering basket will not be

prayed for. The only way to request prayers from the celebrant is to

contact the Rector of Shrine directly.

4. Leaving leaflets and brochures and any posters on the board in the
Shrine requires contact with and consent of the Rector.

5. Manually ringing the Bell of Hope outside the church disrupts the
automatic mechanism, is dangerous and strictly prohibited.

6. Every Sunday, we start exposition of Blessed Sacrament at 2.30pm, fol-
lowed by Rosary, Chaplet of Divine Mercy, prayers, and benediction at
3.45pm followed by the Sunday service at 4.00pm.

7. MAY is the month of honouring Blessed Virgin Mary. After the Mass on
Tuesdays exposition of Blessed Sacrament and The Litany of Blessed
Virgin Mary.

8. Every 2nd Saturday of the month (9th May) is the church cleaning ser-
vice for the English community parishioners. Kindly help us with the
cleaning once in a month.

9. Wednesday 13th of May 2025- Memorial of Our Lady of Fatima

10. Sunday 17th May, The Ascension of the Lord

11. Sunday 24th May, Pentecost Sunday

12. Sunday 31st May, The Most Holy Trinity Sunday

13. On the 9th & 10th May there will be a display of handcrafted olive-
wood religious items for sale. These items are hand crafted in Bethlehem
the Holy Land by the Catholic families there. Your purchase helps support
these families and supports preserving the Holy Sites in Bethlehem. Over
600 families rely on this work as their main source of income, but with the
ongoing conflict, Hardly any pilgrims are visiting Bethlehem. By purchasing
these items, you are offering much-needed support to the Christian com-
munity in Bethlehem and helping to keep the faith in the Holy Land.

14. Due to the upcoming renewal of the church insurance, on the third
Sunday of each month we will continue to collect additional donations for
this purpose.

15. The 6th National Count of Attendance at Mass and Other (Sunday) As-
semblies will take place in May 2026. This year marks a significant mile-
stone—25 years of national attendance data, beginning with the first count
in 2001. The 2026 results will provide valuable insights into longBiterm
trends, particularly in understanding the ongoing effects of the COVIDE19
pandemic, which influenced attendance patternsin 2021.

As in 2021, parishes will again be asked to provide estimates of the age
and sex of attendees and to report the number of online ‘views’ for
streamed Masses or Other (Sunday) Assemblies.

16. The renovation of the Our Lady's Hall, which many people used for
baptisms, birthdays, and other religious occasions, is nearing completion.
Once the kitchen renovation is complete, we will be accepting reserva-

tions. The planned opening date is July.




