The Year 1938 The First of January

1449 Welcome to you, New Year, during which my perfection will be ac-
complished. 223 Thank You in advance, O Lord, for everything Your good-
ness will send me. Thank You for the cup of suffering from which | shall dai-
ly drink. Do not diminish its bitterness, O Lord, but strengthen my lips that,
while drinking of this bitterness, they may know how to smile for love of
You, my Master. | thank You for Your countless comforts and graces that
flow down upon me each day like the morning dew, silently, imperceptibly,
which no curious eye may notice, and which are known only to You and me,
O Lord. For all this, | thank You as of today because, at the moment when
You hand me the cup, my heart may not be capable of giving thanks.

The Meaning and Significance of Advent

For many, “advent” means a countdown to Christmas. Whether we envi-
sion candy-filled Advent calendars or lights draped over houses with nativi-
ty scenes out front, Advent marks a happy season of celebrating.

But the word “advent” comes from the Latin adventus, which is about a
“coming” or an “arrival.” The Latin translation of the New Testament uses
adventus to describe God the Son arriving on Earth, born as Jesus of Naza-
reth during the 1st century C.E. (see Acts 7:52). Still, throughout Church
history, Advent has more traditionally referred to Jesus’ future arrival,
when he comes to complete his work of restoring all creation (see Matt.
24:27;1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Thess. 3:13).

The Advent season leads to the celebration of Jesus’ birth and also empha-
sizes his future arrival. It’s a season that includes practices like prayer, giv-
ing to those in need, and worship (plus more, depending on the tradition).
And it reminds us that we’re living during the time between Jesus’ first and
second advents, leading us to lament the hardships we experience in a still-
broken world, while also forming us into people who wait with longing for
the renewed world to come.

Celebrating Advent also means living into it by practicing a generous way of
love and care for our neighbors as we partner with Jesus to bring peace on
Earth.
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Announcements:

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Divine Mercy Shrine opens for the private prayers from 7a.m till 7p.m
Monday, 8 December, The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary

Tuesday, 9 December, Fr. Rojan’s last healing service. After the service
please join us in Cafeteria to thank Fr. Rojan for his service to DMS.
Please refer the Marian Centre website for the healing services for
year 2026

Saturday, 13 December, Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr

Thursday, 25 December, The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) ENGLISH
service at 4pm, No exposition of blessed sacrament at 2.30pm

Friday, 26 December, Saint Stephen, First Martyr

Saturday, 27 December Feast of St. John Apostle and Evangelist
Sunday, 28 December, the Holy family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, No
exposition of blessed sacrament at 2.30pm. We will resume back 1st
Sunday of February 2025.

Tuesday, 30 December, English Mass at the Shrine 7p.m.

There will be regular mass at Shrine 4 pm in the month of January
2025

On the New Year Day there will be no English Mass. Only the polish
mass at 11AM.

The Book stall will be open every 1st Sunday of the month and re-
freshment will be served in the cafeteria. We appreciate parishioners
to bring a plate to share.

Pope Francis has proclaimed 2025 is a Jubilee year, come to an end.
We continue living in hope for the body, mind and soul.

Thank you for attending the service at Divine Mercy Shrine, May God

bless your families Merry Christmas and A blessed New Year 2026.

Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska
NOTEBOOK V
1433 Two days before Christmas, these words were read in the refectory:
“Tomorrow is the Birth of Jesus Christ according to the flesh.” 221 At these
words, my soul was pierced by the light and love of God, and | gained deeper
knowledge of the Mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God. How great is
the mercy of God contained in the Mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of
God!
1437 + Christmas Eve [1937], After Holy Communion, the Mother of God
gave me to experience the anxious concern she had in Her heart because of
the Son of God. But this anxiety was permeated with such fragrance of aban-
donment to the will of God that | should call it rather a delight than an anxie-
ty. I understood how my soul ought to accept the will of God in all things. It
is a pity | cannot write this the way | experienced it. My soul was plunged in
deep recollection all day long. Nothing could tear me away from this recol-
lection, neither duties, nor the business | had with lay people.
1442 + When | arrived at Midnight Mass, from the very beginning | steeped
myself in deep recollection, during which time | saw the stable of Bethlehem
filled with great radiance. The Blessed Virgin, all lost in the deepest of love,
was wrapping Jesus in swaddling clothes, but Saint Joseph was still asleep.
Only after the Mother of God put Jesus in the manger, did the light of God
awaken Joseph, who was also praying. But after a while, | was left alone with
the Infant Jesus who stretched out His little hands to me, and | understood
that | was to take Him in my arms. Jesus pressed His head against my heart
and gave me to know, by His profound gaze, how good He found it to be
next to my heart. At that moment Jesus disappeared and the bell was ringing
for Holy Communion.
1443 (58) My soul was languishing with joy. But toward the end of the Mass,
| felt so weak that | had to leave the chapel and go to my cell, as | felt unable
to take part in the community tea. But my joy throughout the whole Christ-
mas Season was immense, because my soul was unceasingly united with the
Lord. | have come to know that every soul would like to have divine comforts
but is by no means willing to forsake human comforts, whereas these two
things cannot be reconciled.
1444 During this Christmas Season, | have sensed that certain souls have
been praying for me. | rejoice that such spiritual union and knowledge exist
already here on earth. O my Jesus, praise be to You for all this!




