
The Catholic cardinals will meet in a papal conclave on 7th May 2025, to 
select the 267th pope of the Roman Catholic Church. The pope is also the 

Bishop of Rome and successor to the Apostle Saint Peter. 
 

What is a papal conclave? 
A papal conclave is a meeting of the College of Cardinals whose responsibility it is 

to elect a new pope. During the conclave the cardinals are not allowed to com-
municate with the world. They stay in a two-room suite in the Vatican. The cardi-
nals take an oath that the proceedings of the conclave will remain secret. After 

each vote during the conclave, smoke from the Vatican signals whether someone 
has been elected. Black smoke means no one was elected, and white smoke 

means we have a new pope. 
 

What is the importance of the Bishop of Rome? 
Only one person has complete authority over the whole Church: Jesus Christ. He is 

the head of the Church. But Jesus has ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of the Father. Someone here on earth is needed to govern the Church. Jesus 
assigned this task to Peter and his successors. Peter was chosen by Jesus to be the 
leader of the apostles (Matthew 16:18-19). The successor of Peter is the Bishop of 

Rome. This was the diocese where the Apostle Peter lived in his final years and 
was martyred, probably during the Emperor Nero’s persecution in about 65. The 
Bishop of Rome carries forward in time the ministry of Peter to lead the Church. 

 
What is the pope’s full title? 

The pope’s full title is “His Holiness Pope [NAME], Bishop of Rome, Vicar of Jesus 
Christ, Successor to the Prince of the Apostles, Supreme Pontiff of the Universal 
Church, Primate of Italy, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the Roman Province, 

Sovereign of the State of the Vatican City, Servant of the Servants of God.” 
 

Why does the pope have the title the “Vicar of Christ”? 
Bishops, like the kings of the Old Testament, govern God’s people. Jesus Christ is 
head of the Church. Jesus made it clear that he wanted his “vicars,” those who 

represent him in governing the Church, to act as servants rather than as masters. 
The Bishop of Rome is the “Vicar of Christ” for the whole Church. In a particular 

diocese, the bishop is a “Vicar of Christ” because Christ is head of the local church, 
but the bishop represents him in leading the Church. The pope and bishops serve 
the people by guiding them to live in peace with each other and by working with 
them, together with the priests and deacons, to make the world a place of justice 

and harmony. 
https://www.loyolapress.com/ 
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Announcements: 
• We strongly encourage all to pray for the College of Cardinals as 

the conclave begins this week. Soon we will also pray for the 
newly elected Pope. 

• Lenten alms were donated to support Catholic schools in the 
Bougainville diocese in PNG, from which we hosted Bishop             
Dariusz Kaluza MSF on Divine Mercy Sunday 

• Divine Mercy Shrine is opened for private prayers from 6am till 
evening Mass 6pm. 

• From May, evening masses at 6:00 PM 

• MAY is the month of Blessed Virgin Mary. The English mass will 
be at 4pm as usual and Every Tuesday the mass will be in English 
at 6 pm, the Chaplet at 5.45 pm. After the Mass exposition of 
blessed sacrament and Litany of Blessed Vergin Mary.  

• There will be Fr. Rojan healing service, on 13th of May 2025- Our 
Lady of Fatima day. 

• Thursday 22nd May, Feast of St. Rita of Cassia  

• Saturday 24th May, Feast of Our Lady Help of Christian 

• Saturday 31st May, Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

• Saturday 31st May, Fr. Chris Alar MIC visit to Divine Mercy 
Shrine, Keysborough, followed by talks (Tommy Canning, Bridget 
Sakr and Fr. Chris Alar) at 1pm to 5pm   

• Due to the upcoming renewal of the church insurance, on the 
third Sunday of each month we will be collecting an additional 
donation for this purpose. 

DIARY OF ST. FAUSTINA KOWALSKA 
 

1113 My soul is often burdened with suffering, and there is no human being 
who can understand these torments.  
1114 May 1, 1937. Today I felt the nearness of my Mother, my heavenly Moth-
er, although before every Holy Communion I earnestly ask the Mother of God to 
help me prepare my soul for the coming of Her Son, and I clearly feel Her pro-
tection over me. I entreat Her to be so gracious as to enkindle in me the fire of 
God’s love, such as burned in Her own pure heart at the time of the Incarnation 
of the Word of God. 
1115 May 4. Today I went to see Mother General [Michael] for a moment and 
asked her, “Dear Mother, have you had nay inspiration regarding my leaving the 
convent?” Mother General answered, “Until the present, Sister, I have always 
restrained you, but now I leave you complete freedom to choose to do as you 
wish; you can leave the Congregation, or you can stay.” So, I answered, “Very 
well.” I thought of writing immediately to the Holy Father to ask him to release 
me from my vows. 194 When I had left Mother General, darkness once again 
descended upon my soul, as it had in the past. It is strange that, each time I ask 
permission to leave the Congregation, this darkness invades my soul, and I feel 
as though I have been left completely on my own. While experiencing this tor-
ment of the spirit, (31) I decided to go immediately to Mother and tell her 
about my strange torment and struggle. Mother answered, “That leaving of 
yours is a temptation.” After talking to her for a while I felt some relief, but the 
darkness persisted. “This Divine Mercy is a beautiful thing, and it must be a 
great work of the Lord, since Satan opposes it so much and wants to destroy it.” 
Such were the words of our beloved Mother General. 
1116 No one can understand or comprehend, nor can I describe my torments. 
But there can be no sufferings greater than this. The sufferings of the martyrs 
are not greater because, at such times, death would be a relief for me. There is 
nothing to which I can compare these sufferings, this endless agony of the soul. 
1117 May 5, [1937], Today, I opened up my soul somewhat in confession, be-
cause it occurred to me that perhaps this is the real temptation: that at the time 
I ask to be allowed to leave the Congregation I experience such great suffering 
and darkness. To this the confessor replied that it was not the time appointed 
by God. “You must pray and wait patiently, but it is true that great sufferings are 
in store for you. You will have to bear many sufferings and overcome many diffi-
culties; that much is certain. It would be better to wait and to pray much for 
deeper knowledge and for divine light. These are grave matters.”  


