LEO XIV
GENERAL AUDIENCE
Saint Peter's Square, Wednesday, 28 May 2025

We will continue to meditate on some parables of the Gospel, which are an
opportunity to change perspective and open ourselves up to hope. The lack

of hope, at times, is due to the fact that we fixate on a certain rigid and
closed way of seeing things, and the parables help us to look at them from

another point of view. Today | would like to talk to you about an expert,
knowledgeable person, a doctor of the Law, who however needs to change
his perspective, because he is concentrated on himself and does not notice

others (cf. Lk 10:25-37). Indeed, he questions Jesus on the way in which
eternal life is “inherited”, using an expression that intends it as an unequiv-

ocal right. But behind this question perhaps it is precisely the need for

attention that is concealed: the only word he asks Jesus to explain is the

term “neighbour”, which literally means he who is near.

Jesus therefore tells a parable that is a path for transforming that question,
to pass from who loves me? to who has loved? The first is an immature
question, the second is the question of an adult who has understood the
meaning of his life. The first question is the one we ask when we sit in the
corner and wait, the second is the one that drives us to set out on the path.
The parable that Jesus tells has, in fact, a road as its setting, and it is a diffi-
cult and impervious road, like life. It is the road travelled by a man going
down from Jerusalem, the city on the mountain, to Jericho, the city below
sea level. It is an image that already foreshadows what might happen: it
happens that the man is attacked, beaten, robbed and left half dead. It is
the experience that happens when situations, people, sometimes even
those we have trusted, take everything from us and leave us in the middle
of the road.

However, life is made up of encounters, and in these encounters, we
emerge for what we are. We find ourselves in front of others, faced with
their fragility and weakness, and we can decide what to do: to take care of
them or pretend nothing is wrong. A priest and a Levite go down that same
road. They are people who serve in the Temple of Jerusalem, who live in
the sacred space. And yet, the practice of worship does not automatically
lead to being compassionate. Indeed, before being a religious matter, com-
passion is a question of humanity! Before being believers, we are called to
be human.
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Announcements:

The Divine Mercy Shrine is open for private prayers from 8 am
till 6 pm Mass,

June is the month, dedicated to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.
The litany will be recited after the Holy Mass,

1st of June Sunday, church celebrates the Ascension of the Lord
8th of June, Pentecost Sunday,

13th of June Saint Anthony of Padua priest and doctor of the
church,

15th of June, Sunday, The most Holy Trinity,

22nd Sunday the most Holy Body and Blood of Christ,

24th Tuesday, The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist,

27th Friday, The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,

28th Saturday, The immaculate Heart of Blessed Virgin Mary,
29th Sunday Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Apostles,

The Sunday English Mass will be at 4pm as usual and Every Tues-
day the mass will be in English at 6 pm (the Chaplet at 5.45 pm.)
After the Mass exposition of Blessed Sacrament and Litany of
Sacred Heart of Jesus,

There will be Fr. Rojan healing service, on Tuesday 10th of June,
Due to the upcoming renewal of the church insurance, on the
third Sunday of each month we will be collecting an additional
donation for this purpose,

On rainy days, please use the umbrella wrapping machine to
keep the church clean. It is located in the vestibule,

June 14th is the church cleaning day. We ask for more involve-
ment and approaching Nina people who want to help,

On the last page you will find fragments of Pope Leo's Wednes-
day catechesis. We encourage you to read it at https://
www.vatican.va

DIARY OF ST. FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

78 Once when | was being crushed by these dreadful sufferings, | went into the
chapel and said from the bottom of my soul, “Do what You will with me, O Je-
sus, | will adore You in everything. May Your will be done in me, O my Lord and
my God, and | will praise Your infinite mercy.” Through this act of submission,
these terrible torments left me. Suddenly | saw Jesus, who said to me, | am al-
ways in your heart. An inconceivable joy entered my soul, and a great love of
God set my heart aflame. | see that God never tries us beyond what we can
suffer. Oh, | fear nothing, if God sends such great suffering to a soul. He upholds
it with an even greater grace, although we are not aware of it. One act of trust
at such moments give greater glory to God than whole hours passed in prayer
filled with consolations. Now | see that if God wants to keep a soul in darkness,
no book, no confessor can bring it light.

79 (34) O Mary, my Mother and my Lady, | offer You my soul, my body, my life,
and my death, and all that will follow it. | place everything in Your hands. O my
Mother, cover my soul with Your virginal mantle and grant me the grace of puri-
ty of heart, soul, and body. Defend me with Your power against all enemies, and
especially against those who hide their malice behind the mask of virtue. O
lovely lily! You are for me a mirror, O my Mother!

80 O Jesus, Divine Prisoner of Love, when | consider Your love and how You
emptied Yourself for me, my senses fail me. You hide Your inconceivable majes-
ty and lower Yourself too miserable me. O King of Glory, through You hide Your
beauty, yet the eye of my soul rends the veil. | see the angelic choirs giving You
honour without cease, and all the heavenly Powers praising You without cease,
and without cease they are saying: Holy, Holy, Holy. Oh, who will comprehend
Your love and your unfathomable mercy toward us! O Prisoner of Love, | lock up
my poor heart in this tabernacle, that it may adore You without cease night and
day. | know of no obstacle in this adoration, and even though | be physically dis-
tant, my heart is always with You. Nothing can put a stop to my love for You. No
obstacles exist for me. O my Jesus, | will console You for all the ingratitude, the
blasphemies, the coldness, the hatred of the wicked, the sacrileges. O Jesus, |
want to burn as a pure offering and to be consumed before the throne of Your
hiddenness. | plead with You unceasingly for poor dying sinners.

81 O Holy Trinity, One and Indivisible God, may You be blessed for this great gift
and testament of mercy. My Jesus, to atone for blasphemers | will keep silent
when unjustly reprimanded and, in this way, make partial amends to You. | am
singing within my soul an unending hymn to You, and no one will suspect or un-
derstand this. The song of my soul is known to You alone, O my Creator and
Lord!




